March 9, 1951.

Dr. Tom Nelson,

EKerkhoff Laboratories of Blology,
California Institute of BAodagiyzy,
Pasadena L, California.

Dear Tomt

I am sorry to hear of the shadow en yowr prospects at Caltech
for next year. Except for industrial or goverament openings, there
haven't been many eppartunities oome to light. Are you intsrested
in thess? Universities generally have becoms very wary of taking
an new staff pesrsonnsl owing to the prospecis of dropping enroll-
mants, and this 48 particularly aoute at stats institutione. I sup-
pose that adplications are still beinz taken for some fellowships,
notably another round of PHS. Y wish it were possible to invite you
to name this department in euch an aspplication, but I & afrald thet
space reallocations and remodelling are being delayed in a way that
lsaves us barely able to meet present ocommitments., However, if you
should beoome interested in some such arrangement, especinlly for
early 1952 or later, let me know and 1'1l keep you posted.

Hax wags here a couple of months ago and mentioned hies qualificstions
20 yowr kinetic work. He particularly mentioned a few points in your
fechnique which I d41d not quites understand - viz. shaking suspensions
in flasks with a leyer of agar. I hone your paper (in Genetics in Presst)
gives enough detall so that we can try to repeat some of the exporiments.
I atill think that kinetics, by iteslf, is a waste of time unless used
an a direct gulde for more tangihla sxperinents. Have you found -n{
recombinstion inhiditors in supernatants of oldbdroth? oultures? I can't
pretend to underastend the s/ story! what's the difference between liquid
and azar? You say that s¥ x o~ gives all s¥. How about o~ x s~ wnder the
#3m0 conditions? By the way, you oould have saved sore trouble with your
k=12 sf by using streptomyoin-mininal and orossing with ¥-1177 (which Dulbecco
has, I think). It's perfsotly all right to give out the cultures vou mentioned,
but I'd iike to keep track of who has them. Who has any yse for %-12051 Alse,
I notice that Rysn "published” Y-O es 679-68C-path (in ¥#GB). To the best of
oy recollection, this does detier with pab than meth. Sut it's z lousy mutant,
and 1te only interest 1s that it was th first rmtant to he isolated by limiting
enriclsent. I am i{nterested to hear s0 much activity with bacterta at Caltech-
is phage petering out?

Host mf my own time now is spent on & routine ploking out of new fertile
etrains (about a dozen from over throe Mundred screensd), and in cleaning up
(%he data, not the interprotation)me? heterszygote behavior. Esther is working
on the segregation of lambda, and similer geneties. Norton Zinder has a coupld
of Salmonella mutant stocks which are perfectly stable, and give very high
yields ef protetrophs when mixed, but the unselected markers soc far tested
have not shown very many new combinations. Are you coming east for the SAB
medting in Ciicage (ca ¥ay 30), er CSH (June 8-157 Lots of jobs are picked up
that way.



